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Mr. Minns was in fellowship with many other societies and or­
ganizations, and often in their boards of government. Among them 
may be mentioned the Bostonian Society, of which he was a founder 
The Colonial Society of Massachusetts, the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, the Bunker Hill Monument Association, and the Young 
Men's Christian Union of Boston. He was also a devout parishioner 
of the First Church in Boston, and, later, of King's Chapel. His 
death* occurred 28 October 1913, in the eightieth year of liis age, at 
his summer home in Princeton, Mass. 
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"THE BYLES FAMILY 
By Rev. ARTHTJK WENTWORTH HAMILTON1 EATON;. D.C.L., of Boston, Mass. 

1. JOSIAS1 BTLES, saddler, the founder, of a family of unique 
interest in the annals of Boston,* came from Winchester, Hants, 
England, where probably he was born about 1656, to Boston, where 
he died 17 Mar. 1707/8, aged, according to his epitaph in the Gran­
ary Burying Ground, "about 52."'t With his wife Sarah and prob­
ably two children, he reached Boston, perhaps in 1693 or in the 
early part of 1694, settling, probably immediately after his arrival, 
in the north part of the town.f As early as 1697 he served on a 
petit jury;. and on 11 Apr. 1698 be served with sixteen other men on 
a jury of inquisition on the body of William Holden, his signature to 
the return of the jury being the finest of the whole seventeen (Suf­
folk Court Records, MS.). In 1699 he was constable, and on 
12 Mar. 1701/5 he was elected a tithingman for the ensuing year. 
When Josias Bylcs's son Mather was born, 15 Mar. 1706/7. the 
family, according to Drake, was living in what is now Tileston 
Street; but whether or not they had lived there from the time of 

* There was a Biles or Byles family at B«rerly, Mass., founded by Jonathan Byles, 
as early as 1681; but no relationship is known to have existed between Jonathan of 
Beverly and Josias of Boston. (Cf. Vital Records of Beverly; Eisox Insi. Hist. 
Coll., vols, 36-41: Essex Antiquarian, vol. B, pp. 120-122; Babson's Hiat. of Glouces­
ter, Mass., p. 66.) For an important Biles family of Pennsylvania see Pennsylvania 
Magazine o f History, vol. 26. pp. 5S-70. 192-208, 34S-339. 

t "Midweek, March, 17, 1701. my Country-man Mr. Josiah Byles, dyed very 
suddenly." (Sewall's Diary, 5 Mass. Hist. Sic. Coll., vol. 6, p. 220.) 

t According to the Boston town records John Bylos, a brother of Josias, was allowed, 
25 May 1702, to reside in Boston, Josias beoomina surety for him; but our knowledge 
of this man and his family is scanty. He .had a wife Elizabeth, who died 7 Sept. 1710, 
and his children, born in Boston, were: 1, Sribn (probably tho eldest child), who mar­
ried, 4 Dec. 1729, Rev. Elisha Callender, minister of the First Baptist Church, officiat­
ing, Elizabeth Bond, who died 18 June 1730, in her 21st year, and was buncd in the 
Granary Burying Ground. 2. Sutton (c^Bod "Stutaon" m the town record of his 
birth), who was born 15 Nov. 1703, a awMiLcr, one of the original subscribers to tho 
Hollis Street Church, of which his cousin, Mather Byles, was the first pastor. Ha 
probably died a bachelor, for by his will, dated 2 Feb. 1773 and proved 2 Sept. 1776, 
ho left his property chiefly to his sister Mary Snow and her children and to the children 
of his sister Elizabeth Houghton, deceased, his cousin Mather Byles receiving a legacy 
of £6. 13s. 4d. 3. Elizabeth, who was horn 2 Feb. 1705 [? 1705/61 and was married, 
15 Aug. 1734, to Ilichard Houghton. 4. Mary, who was marriad, 27 Juno 1734, by 
Be v. Mather Byles,- to Jeremiah Snow. 




































